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As part of its protests on behalf of the 99 percent, the Occupy movement has sent out a call to shut down West Coast ports on Monday, including California's major ports in Los Angeles, Long Beach and Oakland.
If successful, that attempt at protest could bring trucking business to a screeching halt.
How does punishing thousands of small businesses send a message to the 1 percent?
For the men and women who haul cargo containers full of our "favorite things" out of California's ports each day, their ability to drive is their livelihood, an opportunity to provide for their families and maybe even a little extra money in their pockets to save for a better day. The vast majority of these truckers are self-employed, true small-business owners, and their income is based on their own efforts.
So every time they get behind the wheel they strive to be safe on the roads and on-time for pickups and deliveries because that's what it takes to succeed in a competitive industry like trucking.
Some of the hardest working of these "owner-operators" have been able to add a second or third truck to their operation; some even find themselves running a trucking company that employs a number of Californians and creates opportunities for others to follow the same path. For these entrepreneurs, the dream of building their family's future begins behind the wheel of a truck.
In fact, many of California's successful trucking companies were built from the ground up by the first generation and now are run by their children and grandchildren. One such company began more than 60 years ago with one man and one truck. Today, his two sons run a company that employs more than 1,600 people around the world, half of whom are based in California. And more than just trucking, this company handles the warehousing and delivery services for hundreds of other businesses.
While the Occupy movement's threat to shut down West Coast ports would deliver one significant blow, those on the receiving end will not be sitting in the corner offices of major corporations on Wall Street.
Those left on the outside looking in – and with less money in their pockets – will be the men and women sitting in the driver's seat of the trucks unable to enter the port to do their jobs. If the wheels aren't turning, they are not earning. These Californians are at the heart of the "99 percent" that the Occupy movement claims to represent. For these hard-working Californians the Occupy protests may mean a not-so-happy holiday after all.
What would be the real impact of an Occupy blockade at the ports? In the short term, typical port truckers stand to lose the $500 or more they can earn per day, depending on the number of turns or trips they are able to complete.
Over the long term, California is home to two of the five largest ports in the nation – Los Angeles-Long Beach and Oakland – but it faces increasing challenges from ports across the country, as well as those in Canada and Mexico.
While cargo business is down today, it will rebound. Increased instability at California ports will only result in fewer California jobs and more for Texas, Washington, Virginia and Mexico. And none of the ports in those places have made the investments in cleaner trucks and port operations that California ports and truckers have already made.
There is a great dialogue going on across the nation today. However, a dialogue about creating a more just economy cannot and should not hurt those Californians who have to, or choose to, go to work each day. There is a place for the protests, but it is not blocking our ports on Monday, or any other day for that matter.
Many Californians are in the midst of holiday plans, crowding malls to buy the latest technological gizmo and enjoying the warmth of family and friends. However, we all know that the same cannot be said for a good number of Californians who struggle to make ends meet as they suffer from long-term unemployment and financial uncertainty.
Warm holiday wishes provide little comfort to these people and their families when they so desperately need well-paying jobs that enable them to put food on the table and make the holiday season a merry one.
The California Trucking Association calls upon those who want to help the 99 percent to keep the ports open, keep people working and help us create new jobs.
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Michael Shaw is vice president of external affairs for the California Trucking Association.
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